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Course Overview:    Armenian 9/10 (H) provides an intensive exploration into 

Armenian language, culture and careers. Novels and texts will be 

integrated with career-oriented and communication-based 

activities delivered through in-class and online supplemental 

instruction, online research, and community participation 

(community site visits and in-class community member 

presentations) appropriate to high-level Armenian speakers and 

learners. The focus of the class is the application of Armenian 

language and language in relation to literature and career 

opportunities. The emphasis is on connecting authentic Armenian 

texts to high-level career-based vocabulary and language 

development as well as interpretation and translation skills. The 

student learning and performance goals are based on World 

Language Content Standards, American Council on the Teaching 

of Foreign Languages (ACTFL), and California Common Core State 

Standards for English Language Arts. Upon successful completion 

of Armenian 9/10 (H) students should be able to achieve the  
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 advanced low level of proficiency as pursuant to the ACTFL 

guidelines. 

 

I. California Common Core State Standards 

A. READING STANDARDS FOR INFORMATION TEXT (RI) Grades 6-12  

a. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.1 

i. Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of 

what the text says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the 

text, including determining where the text leaves matters uncertain. 

b. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.2 

i. Determine two or more central ideas of a text and analyze their 

development over the course of the text, including how they 

interact and build on one another to provide a complex analysis; 

provide an objective summary of the text. 

c. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.3 

i. Analyze a complex set of ideas or sequence of events and explain 

how specific individuals, ideas, or events interact and develop over 

the course of the text. 

d. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.4 

i. Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in a 

text, including figurative, connotative, and technical meanings; 

analyze how an author uses and refines the meaning of a key term 

or terms over the course of a text. 

e. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.5 

i. Analyze and evaluate the effectiveness of the structure an author 

uses in his or her exposition or argument, including whether the 

structure makes points clear, convincing, and engaging. 

f. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.RI.11-12.6 

i. Determine an author's point of view or purpose in a text in which 

the rhetoric is particularly effective, analyzing how style and 

content contribute to the power, persuasiveness or beauty of the 

text. 

B. WRITING STANDARDS (W) Grades 11-12 

a. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1 

i. Write arguments to support claims in an analysis of substantive 

topics or texts, using valid reasoning and relevant and sufficient 

evidence. 

b. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.A 

i. Introduce precise, knowledgeable claim(s), establish the 

significance of the claim(s), distinguish the claim(s) from alternate  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/4/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/RI/11-12/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/a/
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ii. or opposing claims, and create an organization that logically 

sequences claim(s), counterclaims, reasons, and evidence. 

c. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.B 

i. Develop claim(s) and counterclaims fairly and thoroughly, 

supplying the most relevant evidence for each while pointing out 

the strengths and limitations of both in a manner that anticipates 

the audience's knowledge level, concerns, values, and possible 

biases. 

d. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.C 

i. Use words, phrases, and clauses as well as varied syntax to link the 

major sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the 

relationships between claim(s) and reasons, between reasons and 

evidence, and between claim(s) and counterclaims. 

e. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.D 

i. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while 

attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 

they are writing. 

f. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.1.E 

i. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 

supports the argument presented. 

g. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2 

i. Write informative/explanatory texts to examine and convey 

complex ideas, concepts, and information clearly and accurately 

through the effective selection, organization, and analysis of 

content. 

h. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.A 

i. Introduce a topic; organize complex ideas, concepts, and 

information so that each new element builds on that which 

precedes it to create a unified whole; include formatting (e.g., 

headings), graphics (e.g., figures, tables), and multimedia when 

useful to aiding comprehension. 

i. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.B 

i. Develop the topic thoroughly by selecting the most significant and 

relevant facts, extended definitions, concrete details, quotations, or 

other information and examples appropriate to the audience's 

knowledge of the topic. 

j. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.C 

i. Use appropriate and varied transitions and syntax to link the major 

sections of the text, create cohesion, and clarify the relationships 

among complex ideas and concepts. 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/1/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/c/
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k. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.D 

i. Use precise language, domain-specific vocabulary, and techniques 

such as metaphor, simile, and analogy to manage the complexity of 

the topic. 

l. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.E 

i. Establish and maintain a formal style and objective tone while 

attending to the norms and conventions of the discipline in which 

they are writing. 

m. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.W.11-12.2.F 

i. Provide a concluding statement or section that follows from and 

supports the information or explanation presented (e.g., 

articulating implications or the significance of the topic). 

C. SPEAKING AND LISTENING STANDARDS (SL) Grades 11-12 

a. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1 

i. Initiate and participate effectively in a range of collaborative 

discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse 

partners on grades 11-12 topics, texts, and issues, building on 

others' ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

b. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.A 

i. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched 

material under study; explicitly draw on that preparation by 

referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or 

issue to stimulate a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 

c. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.B 

i. Work with peers to promote civil, democratic discussions and 

decision-making, set clear goals and deadlines, and establish 

individual roles as needed. 

d. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.C 

i. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that 

probe reasoning and evidence; ensure a hearing for a full range of 

positions on a topic or issue; clarify, verify, or challenge ideas and 

conclusions; and promote divergent and creative perspectives. 

e. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.1.D 

i. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives; synthesize 

comments, claims, and evidence made on all sides of an issue; 

resolve contradictions when possible; and determine what 

additional information or research is required to deepen the 

investigation or complete the task. 

f. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.2 

 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/e/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/W/11-12/2/f/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/c/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/1/d/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/2/
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i. Integrate multiple sources of information presented in diverse 

formats and media (e.g., visually, quantitatively, orally) in order to 

make informed decisions and solve problems, evaluating the 

credibility and accuracy of each source and noting any 

discrepancies among the data.  

g. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.5 

i. Make strategic use of digital media (e.g., textual, graphical, audio, 

visual, and interactive elements) in presentations to enhance 

understanding of findings, reasoning, and evidence and to add 

interest. 

h. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.SL.11-12.6 

i. Adapt speech to a variety of contexts and tasks, demonstrating a 

command of formal Armenian (and English) when indicated or 

appropriate. (See grades 11-12 Language standards 1 and 3here for 

specific expectations.) 

D. Language Standards (L) Grades 11-12 

a.  CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.1 

i. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard Armenian 

(and English) grammar and usage when writing or speaking. 

b. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.1.A 

i. Apply the understanding that usage is a matter of convention, can 

change over time, and is sometimes contested. 

c. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.1.B 

i. Resolve issues of complex or contested usage, consulting references 

(e.g., Merriam-Webster's Dictionary of English Usage, Garner's 

Modern American Usage) as needed. 

d. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.2 

i. Demonstrate command of the conventions of standard Armenian 

(and English) capitalization, punctuation, and spelling when 

writing. 

e. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.2.A 

i. Observe hyphenation conventions. 

f. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.2.B 

i. Spell correctly. 

g. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.3 

i. Apply knowledge of language to understand how language 

functions in different contexts, to make effective choices for 

meaning or style, and to comprehend more fully when reading or 

listening. 

h. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.3.A 

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/5/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/SL/11-12/6/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/1/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/1/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/1/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/2/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/2/a/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/2/b/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/3/
http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/3/a/
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i. Vary syntax for effect, consulting references (e.g., Tufte's Artful 

Sentences) for guidance as needed; apply an understanding of 

syntax to the study of complex texts when reading. 

i. CCSS.ELA-LITERACY.L.11-12.6 

i. Acquire and use accurately general academic and domain-specific 

words and phrases, sufficient for reading, writing, speaking, and 

listening at the college and career readiness level; demonstrate 

independence in gathering vocabulary knowledge when 

considering a word or phrase important to comprehension or 

expression. 

 

II. Course Content, Units of Study: 

 Whenever possible a unit of study will include a presentation by a 

community member active in the field studied (at least 3 presentations).   

 As available, units of study will include a field study to a local career site. 

 

Unit 1: Education           8 Weeks 

Texts: Hunting Stories/Vakhtang Ananyan 

CCSS – RI 1-6; W1, W2, SL 1, SL 2, SL 5, SL 6, L1, L2, L3, L6 

A. Essential Question(s): Historically, how has education been valued compared to 

today’s educational system within different cultures? What barriers prevent access 

to higher education for newcomers and English learners in the United States? 

B. After reading education themed novels, students will compare and contrast 

educational opportunities available to men and women, and explore the 

accessibility of those opportunities in certain countries and cultures. Students will 

explore educational career opportunities that are offered in the educational system 

and the benefits of being bilingual in the field of education (e.g. assitant, teacher, 

coach, administrator, superintendent).   

 

Unit 2: Geography/Travel and Architecture         4 Weeks 

Texts: Hovazadzori Gerinere/Vakhtang Ananyan 

CCSS – RI 1-6; W1, W2, SL 1, SL 2, SL 5, SL 6, L1, L2, L3, L6 

A. Essential Question(s): What literary genres does an author use to expose young 

readers to Armenian geography, landscape and culture? 

B. After reading Armenian adventure novels students will use the novel’s setting as 

a jumping off point to research the geography of  Armenia and the effect it has on 

Armenians in that region. Students will learn  how different countries influenced 

the land and architecture throughout Armenia. Students will learn about 

Armenia’s geographical position in relation to neighboring countries. 

  

http://www.corestandards.org/ELA-Literacy/L/11-12/6/
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Unit 3:  Arts & Entertainment         4 Weeks 

Texts: Pride and Prejudice/Jane Austen 

CCSS – RI 1-6; W1, W2, SL 1, SL 2, SL 5, SL 6, L1, L2, L3, L6 

A. Essential Question(s): How are artists influenced by their culture and what 

challenges do artists face politically and historically? What advantages do artists 

and designers have who represent specific cultures, and what are the implications 

of marketing to countries where the target language is spoken?  

B. Students will draw parallels of art and entertainment embedded in different 

cultures that transcend time. Students will gain an understanding of the impact of 

culture in retail, fashion, and the global economy as well as understand how 

marketing strategies compare and contrast internationally and domestically. 

Students will apply writing and language conventions in creating a short 

screenplay or advertisement and explain how it will reach the target audience to 

whom they are trying to appeal. 

 

Unit 4: Law & Government/Politics                                                                8 Weeks 

Texts: The Forty Days of Musa Dagh/Franz Werfel, On a Quest of Light/Paruyr Hayrikyan 

CCSS – RI 1-6; W1, W2, SL 1, SL 2, SL 5, SL 6, L1, L2, L3, L6 

A. Essential Question(s): How do historical events influence today’s politics and 

government and how does a career in law and government connect one to his/her 

local community and foster civic responsibility?   

B. After reading political themed novels, students will evaluate the implications of 

decisions made by the governments and figures of authority in the novels and 

compare the events to today’s political climate. Students will analyze how being 

bilingual would impact or change the course of those decisions. Students will 

research how prejudices within a community can be lessened by those in the field 

who possess and utilize their bilingual and bicultural abilities, and have cultural 

sensitivity and awareness. 

 

Unit 5: Language and Culture           8 Weeks 

Texts: Human Comedy/William Saroyan & Armenian Food: Fact, Fiction & Folklore/Irina 

Petrosian; David Underwood 

CCSS – RI 1-6; W1, W2, SL 1, SL 2, SL 5, SL 6, L1, L2, L3, L6 

A. Essential Question(s): What challenges do immigrants and 2nd/3rd generation 

Armenian Americans face as they try to assimilate while holding on to their 

language and cultural roots? What traditional Armenian food and conventions of 

hospitality are preserved by the Armenian American community? 

B. After reading cultural texts students will compare their own family background 

and cultural identity with that of an Armenian counterpart. Students will learn 

how Armenian customs are preserved through traditional food and hospitality  

http://www.isbnsearch.org/isbn/9781411698659
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rituals.  Students will learn how gender roles play a part in a traditional Armenian 

kitchen. 

 

  III. Course Content, Assessments Tools 

A. Students will create a bilingual professional portfolio including, but not 

limited to:  

1. Bilingual Résumes 

2. Letters of Intent (in English and Armenian) 

3. Recommendation Letters (collected from teachers and community 

members) 

4.  Personal statements (in English and Armenian) 

5. Job applications 

B. Students will research four local employers via:  the Internet and in 

person 

C. Presentations on their research findings in 20-minute in-class 

presentations in Armenian.* 

D. Students will prepare for and participate in two mock professional 

interviews.  Students will assemble a glossary of professional Armenian 

vocabulary categorized by fields.  Interviewers will be provided with a 

rubric by which to score the interviewees. 

E. Students will sit down one-on-one with peers and instructors to review, 

improve, and assess their professional bilingual portfolios (résumé, letter 

of intent, personal statement, thank you/follow-up letter etc.).  Using a 

rubric, instructors will assess each student’s professional bilingual 

portfolio at the end of both semesters.   

 

*All papers and presentations will be presented in Armenian to the class and must include 

three sources as well as visual aids.  In each of these presentations and papers, students 

will have to include information gathered through an interview they have conducted with 

a Armenian speaker in the given field.  

 

IV. SUPPLEMENTAL RESOURCES 

A. Armenian Documentaries on food and culture 

B. Movies based on novels read 

C. Online newspapers; articles; journals 

 

1. Lord of the Flies by, William Golding (Out of stock. I may receive next week) 

2. On a Quest of the Light by Hayrikyan $5.00 

3. To Kill a Mockingbird/Harper Lee $35.00 

4. Hovazadzori Gerninere by Vakhtang Ananyan $20.00 
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5. Great Gatsby $14.00 

6. Pride and Prejudice $30.00 

7. Human Comedy/William Saroyan (I have a very used copy at the moment but may   

    receive more.  Also, I do have it in the 4 volume set of his writings which is $120.00) 

8. Food and Travel Magazines in Armenian - not sure of exact titles. 

    Maybe the magazine titled "Food and Travel" is published in Armenian? (I have issues 

    of a food magazine.  They are small brochures that come out regularly.  Are you  

    interested?) 

 9. Armenian Food: Fact, Fiction & Folklore (Similar book in Armenian) $15.00 

10. Forty Days of Musa Dagh by Franz Werfel $30.00 

11. I Am Malala: The Girl Who Stood Up for Education and Was Shot by the Taliban (not 

     available) 

12.  "Hunting Stories" by Vakhtang Ananyan  $80 

13.   At the Shores of Sevan $24.00 

 

Hovhannes Ayvazovski? 


